
DIVISION 3. LANDMARKS  

Sec. 22-60. Landmark Preservation—enactment and purpose.  

This division is enacted pursuant to the authority derived from section 6 of the Home Rule 
Amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and Charter of the City 
of Newton.  

The purpose of this enactment is to promote the educational, cultural, economic and general 
welfare of the public through the preservation and protection of the distinctive architecture and 
other characteristics of buildings, structures, landscapes, and places significant in the history and 
prehistory of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the City of Newton and through the 
maintenance and improvement of settings for such buildings, structures, landscapes, and places 
and through the encouragement of compatible development and the discouragement of 
destruction of or damage to such resources. (Ord. T-288, 9-9-93)  

Sec. 22-61. Definitions.  

For purposes of this section, the following words shall be defined as follows:  

Altered: changed in exterior color, otherwise changed, rebuilt, reconstructed, restored, removed, 
or remodeled.  

Building: a combination of materials forming a shelter for persons, animals, or property.  

Commission: the Newton Historical Commission or particular Historic District Commission 
acting under the provisions hereof.  

Constructed: built, erected, installed, enlarged, or moved.  

Demolished: destroyed or altered in such a substantial manner as to constitute destruction.  

Exterior architectural feature: such portion of the exterior of a building or structure as is open to 
view from a public or private street, way, park, or body of water which is identified for 
preservation by its designation by the commission as a landmark, including but not limited to the 
architectural style and general arrangement and setting thereof, the kind, color, and texture of 
exterior building materials, the color of paint or other materials applied to exterior surfaces and 
the type and style of windows, doors, lights, signs, and other appurtenant exterior fixtures.  

Historic district: any area containing distinctive buildings, structures, landscapes, and places as 
established in accordance with G.L. c. 40, s. 8D and chapter 22 of the Revised Ordinances.  

Landmark: any building, structure, landscape or place which has been designated for preservation 
for reasons of its historic significance.  

Landscape: a streetscape or an arrangement of land for human use and enjoyment, including 
placement of structures, vehicular and pedestrian ways and plantings.  



Person aggrieved: the applicant, an owner of adjoining property, an owner of property within the 
same historic district or of property within one hundred feet of the property lines of the property 
subject to the application, and any charitable corporation having as one of its purposes the 
preservation of historic buildings or places.  

Structure: a combination of materials other than a building, including, but not limited to, a bridge, 
tower or other engineering work, sign, fence, wall, terrace, walk or driveway. (Ord. No. T-288, 9-
9-93)  

Sec. 22-62. Eligibility for designation.  

All buildings, structures, landscapes and places currently listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places as individual sites or otherwise listed as eligible for said National Register as 
individual sites shall be eligible for landmark designation and preservation. No additional 
investigation and report on the historical and architectural significance of the buildings, 
structures, landscapes or places to be designated as a landmark shall be required for such sites.  

Buildings, structures, landscapes, and places listed on the National Register of Historic Places as 
part of an historic district, but not individually, or which are eligible for said National Register as 
part of an historic district, but not individually, may be eligible for landmark designation and 
preservation if the commission determines that such building, structure, landscape or place is a 
contributing element of such National Register historic district and possesses one or more of the 
National Register criteria. The commission may reject the nomination of any such building, 
structure, landscape or place if it determines that such property lacks sufficient historical or 
architectural significance for landmark designation. Buildings which are eligible for the National 
Register either individually or as part of a district may be nominated for landmark designation if 
they possess historic characteristics sufficient to qualify for listing on the National Register as 
certified by the Massachusetts Historic Commission.  

Any land which, as of August 9, 1993, is contained in the same lot upon which a building or 
structure eligible for landmark designation is located regardless of whether such lot is later 
divided, subdivided or redrawn, or any land which, as of August 9, 1993, is contained in an 
adjoining or surrounding lot(s) held in common ownership or control or used in connection with 
the lot upon which the building or structure eligible for landmark designation is located, shall be 
subject to inclusion in the landmark designation as a Newton Landmark Preservation Site, where 
the preservation and maintenance of such land is necessarily and reasonably related to the stated 
legislative goal of landmark preservation. Any such designation of land shall include a statement 
of the reason(s) for the inclusion of the land in the landmark designation pursuant to the 
legislative standards established herein.  

Should any owner, subsequent owner, lessee, heir or assign seek to place a new building or 
structure on a lot which has been included in a designation as a landmark, the design, size, shape 
and location of said new building or structure shall be subject to the full review authority of the 
commission as set out in sections 22-65 and 22-66 as a condition to any building permit to insure 
that such new building or structure is not detrimental to the landmark status of any pre-existing 
building or structure, and does not undermine the purpose and intent of this division of the 
preservation of any building, structure, landscape or place of historic significance. (Ord. No. T-
288, 9-9-93; Ord. No. U-25, 9-7-94; Ord. No. X-159, 07-11-05: Ord. No. X-240, 11-6-06)  

 



Sec. 22-63. Designation.  

 (a) Members of the board of aldermen, the mayor, the director of planning and development or 
the commissioner of inspectional services may, in addition to the commission, nominate 
properties for designation by the commission as Newton Landmark Preservation Sites, through a 
written nomination to the commission. The commission shall notify the owner of the property 
upon receipt of the written nomination.  

(b) The commission by three-quarters (3/4) vote may, after public hearing, designate as a 
landmark any property within the city being or containing a structure or landscape which it 
determines to be either (1) importantly associated with one or more historic persons or events, or 
with the broad architectural, aesthetic, cultural, political, economic, or social history of the city or 
the commonwealth or (2) historically or architecturally significant (in terms of period, style, 
method of construction, or association with a famous architect or builder) either by itself or in the 
context of a group of structures and may order amendments to any designation of landmark 
theretofore made. Designation of a landmark or amendment or rescission of previous designation 
shall include a statement of the reasons for such designation pursuant to the legislative standards 
established herein.  

(c) The commission shall consider the following conditions:  

(1) that the location and setting is compatible with future preservation and use;  

(2) that the distinguishing characteristics of significance are for the most part original and intact 
or capable of restoration;  

(3) that the existing or proposed use is compatible with the preservation and maintenance of the 
site.  

(d) The commission shall hold a public hearing prior to any designation of landmarks. The 
commission shall give not less than fourteen days notice of such public hearing by publication in 
a newspaper of general circulation in Newton and by mailing notice thereof to the owner of the 
proposed landmark and to every property owner abutting the proposed landmark (each such 
owner to be determined from the then current records of the assessing department), and to the 
mayor, the planning board, and the city clerk.  

Prior to the public hearing, the commission shall transmit copies of the agenda to the planning 
board for its consideration and recommendation.  

(e) The Newton Landmark Preservation Sites shall be recorded as follows:  

(1) The office of the city clerk shall record with the Middlesex County recorder the legal 
description of all buildings, lands, sites or areas designated as Newton Landmark Preservation 
Sites by the board, and shall send a copy to the commissioner of inspectional services. In 
addition, the same may be made available to the public in form and fashion as the commission or 
board deems appropriate.  

(2) Newton Landmark Preservation records.  



a) The commission shall keep current and public a list of all properties designated as Newton 
Landmark Preservation Sites, or included in the State or National Register of Historic Places and 
make the same available to the public in form and fashion as the commission or board of 
aldermen deems appropriate.  

b) The commission will provide the commissioner of inspectional services and the director of 
planning and development with current lists and maps showing Newton Landmark Preservation 
Sites and Districts for their use in referring applications to the commission. (Ord. No. T-288, 9-9-
93; Ord. No. X-228, 9-18- 06).  

 


