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Introductions 

 Candace Havens, Director of Planning and Development 

 

 Eve Tapper, Interim Director of Community Development 
and Housing 

 

 Alice Walkup, Community Development Senior Planner 

 

 Rob Muollo, Interim Housing Programs Manager 
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Program for Evening 

 Presentation 

Federal Grants 

Consolidated Plan 

Process  

Timeline 

Data 

Next Steps 
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Federal Grants 

 Newton receives 

 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
 Enacted in 1974 

 HOME Investment Partnerships Program 
 Enacted in 1990 

 Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) 
 Enacted in 1987; revised 2011  
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Federal Grants 

 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

o Develop viable urban communities through 
 Decent housing 

 Suitable living environment 

 Expanded economic opportunities 
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Newton’s CDBG Allocations, FY 2011-FY 2015* 

*Program budgets only – Includes Program Income from loan repayments 
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Federal Grants 

 HOME Investment Partnerships Program 

o Provide decent, safe, and sanitary affordable housing to 
lower-income households 

o Leverage private sector participation 

 

 Emergency Solutions Grant 

o Support operations and services of homeless shelters 

o Prevent families and individuals from becoming homeless 

o Rapidly re-house homeless individuals and families 
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WestMetro HOME Consortium 

 Newton is lead member and responsible for distributing funds to 13 other communities 

 Bedford 

 Belmont 

 Brookline 

 Concord 

 Framingham 

 Lexington 

 Lincoln 

 Natick 

 Needham 

 Sudbury 

 Waltham 

 Watertown 

 Wayland 
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http://www.visualtour.com/shownp.asp?T=1347647


Emergency Solutions Grant 

 Newton is lead agency for a Continuum of Care, 
which serves people facing housing instability. 

 The following  communities are part of the 
Continuum of Care: 

Brookline 

Waltham 

Watertown 
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Annual Allocations to Newton Formula Grants 

$0

$500,000

$1,000,000

$1,500,000

$2,000,000

$2,500,000

$3,000,000

90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14

 
 

CDBG HOME ESG
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What is a Consolidated Plan and why is it important ? 

 Required every five years by HUD 
to be eligible for federal funds  

 Assessment of needs 

 Strategic Plan to meet these 
needs 

 Guiding document for allocating 
federal funds 

 Opportunity for the community to 
set spending priorities for the 
next five years 

11 



 Citizen Participation Plan 
 

 Needs Assessment 

 

 Strategic Plan 

 

 Annual Action Plan 

 

 Annual Performance Report  

 

Consolidated Plan: Process 
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Needs Assessment 

 

 Evaluate needs of Newton’s 
low- and moderate-income 
residents 
 Housing & Homelessness 

 Community Development 

 Phase I: Data collection 

 Phase II: Citizen outreach 
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Low and moderate incomes 

House
-hold 
Size 

80% of 
Area 
Median 
Income 
(capped by HUD) 

50% of 
Area 
Median 
Income 

30% of 
Area 
Median 
Income 

Moderate Low Very Low 

1 $47,450 $33,050 $19,800 

2 $54,200 $37,650 $22,600 

3 $61,000 $42,350 $25,450 

4 $67,750 $47,050 $28,250 
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 Clerks 

 Engineering technicians 

 Title examiners 

 Family, school social workers 

 Human resources  assistants 

 Machinist 

 Transit police 

 Travel agents 

 Cement masons 

 Dental assistants 

 Library technicians 

 Massage therapists  

 Nursing assistants 

 Cooks 

 Dishwashers 

 Taxi drivers 

 Also assumed low/mod 

 Abused children 

 Survivors of domestic violence 

 Adults with severe disabilities  

 Older adults (> 62 years) 

 Homeless persons 

 Illiterate persons 

 Persons with AIDS 

 

 

 

Who has a low or moderate income? 

Source: U.S. Dept. of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics: May 2012 State Occupational Employment and Wage Estimates, Massachusetts 
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Who has low or moderate income? 

 In Massachusetts, depending on family situations, people 
in these professions may be eligible for assistance: 
 

 Clergy 

 Firefighter 

 Emergency services dispatcher 

 Artist 

 Flight Attendant 

 Teacher 

 Real Estate Agent 

 Curator 

 
 

 Guidance Counselor 

 Interior Designer 

 Librarian 

 Commercial pilot 

 Market Research analyst 

 Computer Tech support 

 Editor  

 Surveyor 

Source: Massachusetts Executive Office of Labor and Workforce Development  

16 



Long-Term Timeline 

Fall 2013  FY16-20 Consolidated Plan Kick-off 

Winter   Needs Assessment – Data Collection 

Spring 2014  Needs Assessment – Public Meetings & Input 

Fall    Public hearing: Needs Assessment 

Fall   Formulate objectives & strategies 

Winter   Public hearing: draft document 

Spring 2015  Board of Aldermen grant review/acceptance 

Spring   Mayoral approval 

May 2015  HUD submission 
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DATA 
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Topic Areas & Inclusion in Public Engagement 

 Demographics 

 Target Neighborhoods 

 Persons with Disabilities 

 Housing 

 Homelessness 

 Economic Development 
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 Q & A after presentation 

 Note Slide # 

 Schedule of Events 

 Topic-specific activities 

 Request additional data 

 

 

 

 



Data Sources 

 U.S. Census Bureau 

 2010 Decennial Census 

 American Community Survey Estimates 

 U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Dev. 

 Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS)  

 Office of Community Planning & Development Maps 

 U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics  

 MA Department of Labor and Workforce Development 

 Metropolitan Area Planning Council’s Population and Housing 
Demand Projections for Metro Boston 

 2014 Homelessness Point-in-Time Count 

 City of Newton 

 Departments of Assessing and Inspectional Services 

 The Warren Report 

 Northeastern University Dukakis Center 
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DEMOGRAPHICS 
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Historic Population Change  
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Base Year: 

2000 

Most Recent 

Year:  2012 
% Change 

Population 83,829 86,304 3% 

Households 31,221 32,344 4% 
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Sources: 1930-90 State Data Center; UMass Amherst; 2000 Decennial Census; 2008 – 2012 ACS Estimates 



Newton Population Projections 

 1990-2010 

 Total population: +3%  

 0-15 years old: +18% 

 65+ years old: +6% 
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Population Projections by Age Group 

Population under 15

Population over 65

23 

Source: MAPC Metro Boston 2030 Population and Housing Demand Projections, Stronger Region Scenario 



 2010-2030 MAPC projections 

 Total population projected to increase by 5% 

 0-15 years old projected to decrease by 2% 

 65+ years old projected to increase by 63% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newton & Regional Comparison – Projections 
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Source: MAPC Metro Boston 2030 Population and Housing Demand Projections, Stronger Region Scenario 



Net Migration by Age 

 Young professionals and older adults are moving out 
more than moving in, and at a faster rate 
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Source: MAPC Metro Boston 2030 Population and Housing Demand Projections, Stronger Region Scenario 



  

Income 

Median HH 
Income 

Mean HH 
Income 

Newton $113,416 $167,881 

MA $66,658 $89,965 
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Source: 2008 – 2012 ACS Estimates; HUD FY13 Low to Moderate Income Estimates 

Population Below 
Poverty Line 

LMI Residents 

Newton 6.2% 20.7% 

MA 11% 51.2% 



Race and Ethnicity – Newton and MA 
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Race and Poverty 
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Source: 2010 Decennial Census 



Family Size in Newton 
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*Large families defined by HUD as a family of five or more persons 



NEIGHBORHOOD 
IMPROVEMENTS 
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Source: FY13 HUD Estimates for Low- to Moderate-Income Persons 31 



PERSONS WITH 
DISABILITIES 
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Persons with Disabilities 
33 

 National statistics 
indicate that the older 
you are with a disability, 
the more likely you are to 
need assistance 

 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation, 2010 



Persons with Disabilities 

• ADA/Section 504 
Transition Plan underway  
• Evaluating public buildings and 

facilities and developing a plan 
to make all accessible  
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• In 2012, 5,988 individuals or 
7% of the Newton 
population reported a 
disability.  

• More than half of these 
individuals (3,706) are 
reported to be over 65 
years of age. 

• Nearly 30% of persons over 
65 years of age have a 
disability 

 

Source: 2008 – 2012 ACS Estimates 



HOUSING 
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Newton Housing Projections 

 The number of households in Newton is expected to 
increase by 10% from 2010-2030  

 Demand for housing units will increase over this same 
time by 11%  

 But the population of Newton will only increase by 5% 

 Projected decrease in household size 
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Source: MAPC Metro Boston 2030 Population and Housing Demand Projections, Stronger Region Scenario 



Age and Housing 

Source: MAPC Metro Boston 2030 Population and Housing Demand Projections, Stronger Region Scenario 
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Age and Housing 

Source: MAPC Metro Boston 2030 Population and Housing Demand Projections, Stronger Region Scenario 
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Housing Units by Type 
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Source: 2006 – 2010 ACS Estimates 



Housing Units by Tenure 
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Source: 2006 – 2010 ACS Estimates 



HUD - Housing Problems  

 Substandard Housing 
 Lacking complete plumbing or kitchen facilities 

 

 Overcrowding  
 Overcrowded housing:   1.01-1.5 people per room 

 Severely overcrowded housing:  >1.51 people per room 

 

 Housing Cost Burden 
 Cost burdened:   Housing cost > 30% of income 

 Severely cost burdened:  Housing cost > 50% of income 
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Housing Cost Burden 

 HUD guidelines 

recommend a housing 

cost burden of no more 

than 30% of gross annual 

income 

 17% of Newton 

households have a cost 

burden at or above 30%.  

 12% of Newton 

households have a cost 

burden at or above 50% 
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Source: Office of Community Planning and Development Maps 
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Massachusetts households by income 

Sources: 2005-09 American Community Survey ; 2010 median prices in Newton from Fall 2010 Banker & Tradesman 
  

Newton 2010 

median-priced 

single-family 

house $735,000  

Newton 2010 

median-priced 

condo $416,000 

 
% of greater Boston area median 

income for a household of 4 people:  
100% 80% 60% 

Who can buy a home in 

Newton without assistance? 

Rents are not represented on this graph.  
Most very low-income households are renters.  

Purchasing a Home in Newton 
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Median Sales Price 
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HOMELESSNESS 
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Homelessness Data 

 HUD requires an annual Census of Homeless individuals 
throughout the country 

 January 29, 2014 – Brookline-Newton-Waltham-
Watertown Continuum of Care conducted Point-in-Time 
Count (PIT) 

 Survey found: 

 114 Sheltered Individuals/Families within Brookline, Newton, 
& Waltham  

 80% individuals; 20% families 

 46% male; 54% female 
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Source: 2014 Point-in-Time Count 



Homelessness Data 
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38.9% are chronically 
homeless individuals. 
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Homelessness Data 

 Unsheltered Homeless: 
 25 unsheltered (2 in Newton)  

 Unaccompanied Homeless Youth (24 or under): 
 5 youth identified in 1-week period 

 Reasons included: 

 Fighting with parent or guardian 

 Abusive parent or guardian 

 Parent or guardian abuse of drugs or alcohol  

 Sexual orientation  

 Staying with/at: 

 Family or Friend 

 Transitional housing 

 Shelter  
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ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 
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Economic Development 

 There are 3,742 business establishments in Newton employing 
over 53,000 people.  
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Number of Businesses by Industry 
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 



NEXT STEPS 
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Needs Assessment Timeline 

May 6   Needs Assessment Kick-off Meeting 

May 12  Persons with Disabilities Roundtable 

May 13  Housing Rehabilitation Discussion 

May 13  Economic Development  

May 19  Human Services Summit 

May 20  Fair Housing Discussion 

May 27  Seniors 

May 29  Homelessness 

June 3   Target Neighborhoods 

June 5   Affordable Housing 

June 12  Summary Presentation 
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Consolidated Plan Survey 

 Opportunity to weigh in on priorities 

 Online: www.surveymonkey.com/s/NewtonConPlanSurvey   

 Print copies available 
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http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NewtonConPlanSurvey


Contact Information 

 E-mail comments and questions to: conplan@newtonma.gov 

 Look for meetings and updates at: www.newtonma.gov/conplan 

 Write to:                                                                                        
Department of Planning and Development                                   
Newton City Hall                                                                                     
1000 Commonwealth Avenue                                                       
Newton, MA  02459                                                                              
Attn:  Consolidated Plan 

 Call the Planning Department at 617.796.1120 

 Sign up for the Department’s Friday Report by e-mailing 
vfram@newtonma.gov with Friday Report in subject line 

 Stop by City Hall and talk to a planner 
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